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1971-1976 The Birth of the Microcomputer

Microprocessors, computer kits, pocket calculators

1971

February                                                                              -
* Intel ships copses of the 4004 microprocessor to Busicom. [556. I01

June
* Ga~.’ Boone. of Tcxa.s Instruments, files a patent application relating to a single-chip computer.

[590.51
November

* Intel )ntroduces its 4-bit bus. 108-KHz 4004 chip - the first microprocessor. Initial price is US$200.
Sl~ed is 60.000 operations p~r second. It uses 2300 transistors, based on 10-micron technology. It
can address 640 bytes. Documentation manuals were written by Adam Osborne. Th~ die for the chip

¯ measures 3x4 ram. I91 [176.7al [202.1651 [2961 1393.61 I621 (750-kHz [556.11]) (1972 [339.861)
* lntel announces the first microcomputer, the MC$-zl system, it us~ the 4004 microprocessor. 4001

ROM chip. 4002 RAM chip. and 4003 shift register chip. [393.6]
(month unknown)

* (summer) Steve Wozniak and Bill Fernandez build a computer with lights and switches, from parts
rejected by local companies. They ca]] it the Cream Soda Computer. [266.205] [548.414]

(month unknown)
* (fall) Electronic News publishes an ad from Intel promoting the 4004 chip. [266.14|

(mouth unknown)
* Intel renegotiates its contact with ETI. gaining InteJ the right to market the 4004 microprocessor

openly. [266.14}
(month unknown)

* The Nationa! Radio Institute introduces the first computer kit. for US$503. [208.66]
(month unknown)

* The Kenback Corporation introduces the Kenback- I computer, for US$750. It uses a I KB MOS
n’~mory made by Intel. [208.66]

(month unknown)
R~.~ 000505* Nik.laus Wirth invents the Pascal programnung language. [132] (1969 [447.385])

(month unknown)
o Texas Instruments develops the first rmcrocomputer-on-a-chip, containing over 15,000 transistors.
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[714]
(month unknown)

o []3M introduces the "memory disk", or "floppy disk", an 8-inch floppy plastic disk coated w,th tron
oxide. [202.170} (1965 [363.46])

(month unknown)
o Wang Laboratories introduces the Wang 1200 word processor system. [202.185]

(month unknown)
o lntel introduces the 1101 chip. a 256-bit programmable memory, and the 1701 chip. a 256-byte

erasable read-only memory (EROM). [208.70]

1972

April
o Intel introduces its 200-KHz 8008 chip, the first 8-bit microprocessor. It accesses 16KB of memory.

The processor was originally developed for Computer Terminal Corporauon (later called Datapointl.
[t uses 3500 transistors, based on lO-micron technology. Speed is 60,000 instructions per second. [9]
[106.104] [208.66] [266.13] [296] [62] [556.10] (1971 [208.70] [266.xiv])

August
* Scelbi Computer Consulting Company begins design work on what would be the Scelbi-SH

microcomputer. [208.71 ]
October

o The ftrst issue of People’s Computer Company is released. [353.172]
November

o Researchers at PARC begin work on a prototype Alto personal computer. [716.93]
o Atan is founded by Nolan Bushnell. and ships Pong. the first commercial video game. [9] [30]

[624.178]
(month unknown)

o (spnng) At Xerox PARC. Alan Kay proposes they build a portable personal computer, called the
Dynabook. the size of an ordinary notebook. PARC management does not suppor~ it. [716.g4]

(month unknown)
~- (late) Texas Instruments introduces ~ TMS 1000 one-chip ~mcrocomputer. It integrates I K.B ROM

and 32 b~es of RAM with a simple ~-bit processor. [ 556. ! 1 ] ( 1974
(month unknown)

o National Semiconductor introduces the LMP. 16 microprocessor. [208.70]
(month unknown)

o Canada’s Automatic Elocu’onic Systems introduces the world’s first programmable word processor
with a video screen, the AES 90. The computer system uses magnetic disks for storage, and a
custom-built microprocessor. [615.94]

(month unknown)
o Gary Kildall implements PIJI on the Intel 4004 processor. [266.xiv]

(month unknown)
~ The People’s Computer Company is founded. [266.xiv]

(month unknown)
o Bill Gates and Paul Allen form tl~ Traf-O-Data company. They had developed an 8008-based

computer hardwaredsoftwa~ system for recording automobile traffic flow on a highway. [266.xiv]
[346.12}

(month unknown)
o 5.25 inch diskettes first appear. [346.28]

(month unknown) RLS 000506
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o Xerox decides to build a personal computer to be used for research. Project "Alto" begins. [263.58]
[266.26"]] [7 )6.8~]

1973

January
o Intel files a patent application for a "memory system for a multichip digital computer". [556.30}

March
¯ The first prototype Alto workstation computer is turned on at Xerox’ P~lo Alto Rese~ch Center. Its

first screen display is a bitmapped image of ~he Sesame S~reet character Cookie Monster. [203.59}
[71 (5.14] [716.93] (completed in 19"/4 [266’.267])

April
o The first opera~ional Alto computer is completed at Xerox PARC. [714.95. I(57]

May
o Design work is completed on the Micral. the first non-kit computer based on a microprocessor (the

Intel 8008). Built in France, the MicraJ is advenisod in tbe U.S., but is not successful there.
June

o The term "n’ucrocomputer" first appears in print, in reference to the Micral.
(month unknown)

o (late) Gary Kildal] writes a simple operating system in his PL/M language. He calls it CP/M (Control
Program/Motor,r). [206.138] (Conu~I l~’ogram for Microcomputer [346.50]) (1974 [4.43.433])

(month unknown)                                                                          .
¯ Bill Milla~d founds LMS. [647.95]

{month unknown)
¯ Michael Cowpland and Terence Matthews found Mitel. in Canada. [615.29]

(month unknown)
o Stephen Wozniak joins Hewlett-Pa~ka~d. [266.xiv]

(month unknown)
o Gary Kildall creates PI.IM for the Intel g008, based on PI.dl. [266.137]

(mo.nth unknown)
o. IBM develops a cheap disk and drive. [4,~.I I0}

(month unknown)
o IBM introduces the IBM 3340 hard disk unit, known as the Winchester, IBM’s internal development

code name. The recording head rides on a layer of mr l g millionths of an inch thick. [202.170]
(month unknown)

¯ David Ahl protests Oigi~ai Equipment cutbacks of educational products, and is fired. He is soon
rebated. [266.19]

(month unknown)
o Gary K.ildall begins consulting work at [ntel. [266.137]

(month unknown)
o Scelbi Computer Consulting Company offers the first computer kit in the U.S. using a

microprocessor, the lmel 800g-based Scelbi-gH, for US$565, with IKB programmable memory. An
additional 15K.B is available for US$2760. [9] [208.6~}

(month unknown)
¯ Bob Metcalfe invcnL~ the Ethernet connecuvity system. [156]

1974

April RLS 000507
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o Intel releases i~s 2-MHz 8080 chip, an g-bit rrucroprocessor. It can access 6,4K.B of memo~’ It use.,,
6000 tranststors, base on 6-nucron technology. Speed is 0.6~ MrPS. [9] [41] [I 08] [! 76.’:4J ["66.30]
[296J [346.19] (1973 [208.70])

June
o lnt¢l receives a patent for a "memory system for a multichip digital computer". [556.30]

July
o Radio Electronics magazine publishes an article on building a Mark-8 microcomputer, designed by

Jonathan Titus. using the Intel 8008. [208.67]
August

o M1TS completes the first prototype Altair 8800 microcomputer. [744.2]
September

o Creative Computing, the first magazine for home computerists, is founded. [9]
¯ Hal Singer starts the Micro-8 Newsletter for enthusiasts of the Mark-8. [208.67]
o Bravo is developed for the Xerox Alto computer. It is the first WYSI’WYG program for a personal

computer. [477.158]
o Despite being USS300,000 in debt. Ed Roberts is able to borrow an additional US$65.000 from the

bank to complete work on what would be the Altair. [266.33]
November

= Hal Chamberlin and others begin publishing The Computer Hobbyist magazine. [208.67]
December

= Scelbi sells its.last Scelbi-8H. discontinuing hardware to concentrate on software. [208.71]
~ Popular Electronics publishes an article by Mrrs announcing the Al~air 8800 computer for U55439

in kit form. it uses the Intel 8080 processor. The Ahaar pictmed on the cover of the magazane is      -
actually a mock-up, as an acm=l computer was not available. [9] [106.104] [123] [185.109] [192.3]
[208.67] [218] [205.18] (US$397 [266.35] [346.19J [353.190] [415.15])

,, L,=s Solomon. publisher of Populaz Electronics. receives Altair number 0001. [266.35]
(month unknown)

o (spnng) In a desperate act to save his failing calculator company. MITS company owner Ed Roberts
begins building a small computer based on Intel’s new 8080 chip, with plans to sell it for the
unheardof price of US$500. [ 185.109] [266.31 ]

(month unknown)
~" Southwest Technical Products Company introduces the Tv’r- I l kit for USS 180. and ASCII

keyboard kit for USS40. [208.67]
(month unknown)

= Gary K.ildall, of Microcomputer Applications Associates, develops the CP/M operating system for
Intel 8080-based systems. [9] [176.64] [258.224]

(month unknown)
o Motorola introduces its 6800 chip, an early 8-bit rmcroprocessor used in microcomputers and

indusu’ial and automotive control devices. The 6800 was designed by Chuck Peddle and Charlie
Melear. [556.11]

(month unknown)
¯ Brian Kernighan and Dennis RJtchie develop the C programnung language. [9] ( 1972 [ 176.121 ])

(1975 [132])
(month unknown)

e RCA releases the 1802 processor, running at a blazing 6.4 MHz. It is considered one of the first
R.ISC chips. It is used on a variety of devices, from video games to NASA space probes. [32]

[556,12I
(month unknown)

� Engineer David Aid suggests Digi~ Equipment produce an inexpensive version of its PDP-8
minicomputer, for US$5000. Top management call the idea foolish. [203. I0]

RLS 000508
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(month unknown)
o Xerox releases the Alto computer. [266.xv]

(month unknown)
o Gary Kildall and John Torode begin selling the CP~4 disk operating system for rracrocomputers.

[266.xv]
(month unknown)

o Lauren Solomon. 12 year old daughter of L~s Solomon, publisher of Popular Electronics, suggests
the name "Altair" for Ed Rohert’s new microcomputer. Altair was the name of where Star Trek’s
Enterpnse was going that night on TV. [266.34] [353.190J

(month unknown)
o Railway Express loses Ed Robert’s only prototype Altair computer, en route to New York for review

and photography for publishing by Popular Electronics. [266.34] [353.190)
(month unknown)

o (19757) IBM scientist John Cocke completes a prototype high-reliability, low-maintenance computer
called the ServiceFree. It incorporates a RISC architecture, achieving at least 80 MIPS. 50 times
faster than IBM’s fastest mainframe at the time. However. the project is later canceled due to the
massive "Future Systems" project consuming much of IBM’s resources. [606.41 ]

(month unknown)
¯ Charles Simonyi joins Xerox PARC. [734.37]

1975

Januar~
o Harry Garland and Roger Melen receive Altair number 0002. They had proposed in December to

attach their Cyclops camera to the Altair, for use as a security camera. [266.38]
February

o Paul Allen meets with Ed Roberts to demonstrate the newly written BASIC interpreter for the Altair.
Despite never having touched an Altair before, the BASIC works flawlessly. [346.24] [3,*6.257]

o Bill Gates and Paul Allen license their newly written BASIC to MI’I’S. their first customer. This is
the first computer language program written for a personal computer. [123| [176.122] [389.28|

o The Xerox PARC-developed Gypsy word-processing system is first field-tested by end-users. Gypsy
-~ is one of the first word processors termed "WYSIWYG’. meaning what you see is what you get.
.+-: Gypsy r~ns on the PARe-developed Alto personal compumr. [716. I I I]
~ March

o Fred Moore and Gordon French hold the first meeting of a new microcomputer hobbyist’s club in
French’s garage, in Menlo Park. California. 32 people meet, including Bob Albrect, Steve Dompier,
Lee Felsenstein, Bob Marsh, Tom Pittman. Marry Spergel, Alan Baum. and Steven Wozniak. Bob
Albrect shows off an Altair, and Steve Dompier reports on M1T$, and how they had 4000 orders for
the AJtair. [185. !10} [266.104J [301.55] [346.18] [353.200J [346.257] (April [208.67] 266.39)

o Stephen Dorsey. founder of Automatic Electronic Systems. sells his 25% of the company for
$135.000. [615.98]

e Stephen Dorsey and Louis Miller found Micom Data Systems. in Canada. [615.90]
~ Ed Roberts hires Paul Allen as director of software at MITS. [266.40] (May [346.25J)

April
¯ The 3rd meeting of the Homebrew Computer Club is held. [353.208]
~ Bill Gates and Paul Allen found Micro-Sob (the hyphen is later dropped). [41] (July [3~6.26])

(August [346.257])
~MITS delivers the first generally-available Altair 8800. sold for USS375 with 1K.B memory.

[208.67] (256 bytes [266.38])

RLS 000509
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o Bob Marsh and Gary Ingrain found Processor Technology. [266.45] [353.208]
May

o The Amateur Computer Group of New Jersey is formed. [208.67] [266.xv]
June

o MOS Technology announces the MC6501 at US$20 and the MC6502 at US$25. At this point, the
Intel 8080 costs about US$150. [9] [261.304]

¯ Bob Marsh delivers the l’~rst Processor Technology 4KB memory boards for the Alta~r. [266. I tO]
[353.210]

¯ The Southern California Computer Society is formed. [266.184]
o The National Computer Conference is held in Anaheirm California. [266.188]
o At Xerox. John Ellenby proposes they build the Alto I1, a modified Alto. m~king it easier to produce.

more r~liable, amd more easily nmnmined. His request is approved. [716,205]
o Paul Terrell signs a deal with MIT$ in which Ten’ell would receive a 5% commission on every

Altair sold in Northern California. for promoting and selling the Altair. [266.188]
July

o Bill Gates and Paul Allen sign a licensing agreement with MTI’S, for their implementation of the
BASIC language. [299.8]

o Bill Gates and Paul Allen ship 4K and 8K version of BASIC v2.0. [ 123]
o Dick Heiser opens Arrow Head Computer Company. subtided "The Computer Store". in Los

Angeles, selling assembled Alt~,rs, boards, peripherals, and rnagazmes. This is the first
computer store in the USA. [266.185.] [684.41]

¯ Micom Data Systems ships its first producL the Micom 2000 word processing computer. [615.99]
September

o IBM’s Enu’y Level Systems unit unveils "Project Mercury’, the IBM 5100 Portable Computer. It is a
briefcase-size rmnicomputer with BASIC, 16KB R.A~, tape storage, and built-in 5-inch screen.
Price: USS9(X)0. Weight: 55 pounds. [9} [197.xi| (Price over U5510,000 [203, I0])

o The t-~st issue of Byte magazine is published. [9] [266.159]
October

¯ MITS releases a version of MicroSoft BASIC 2.0 for its Alta,r 8800. in 4K and 8]( editions. [9]
[! 23] [208.67] [346.257]

December
o" Paul Ten’ell opens the Byte Shop. in Mountain View. California. one of the first computer stores in

the US. [34] [266.189]
o LMSAl hires Ed Faher as Director of SaJes. [266.193] (1976 January [266.64])
o Lee Felsenstein and Bob Marsh begin work on a complete computer. 8080-based with a keyboard

and color video display capabilities built-in. [353.240]
(month unknown)

o (summer) LMSAI announces the IMSAI 8080 tmcrocomputer. [346.32] [647.95]
(month unknown)

o The second meeting of Fred Moor,/Gordon French’s computer hobbyists group is held at the
Stanford AI lab. 40 aitend. The name for the group is chosen: Bay A~ea Amateur Computer Users
Group - Homebrew Computer Club. [353.203]

(month unknown)
o The 4th meeting of t~e Homebrew Computer Club is held at the Peninsula School in Menlo Park.

Steve Dompier plays the music "Fool on the Hill" and "Daisy" using the Altair and a radio.
[353.203]

(month unknown)
¯ Wavemate releases the Jupiter It computer kit. [2181

(month unknown)
o Southwest Technical Products releases the M6800 computer kiL [218] [208.67]         RLS 000510
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(month unknown)
o Microcomputer Associates releases the JOLT computer kat. [218]

(month unknown)
o Canadaan rmcrochip maker Microsystems International shuts down. after accumulatm.e losses of

over $50 rmllion. [615.27]
(month unknown)

o Gates and Allen’s Traf-O-Data company is renamed Micro-Soft. [266,40]
(month unknown)

o 1]3M’s John Cocke begins work on project "801 ". to develop a scalable chip design tha{ could be
used in small computers as well as large. [205.103]

(month unknown)
o Wayne Green founds BYTE Magazine. [713.219]

(month unknown)
o LMSAI begins working on the I~SAI 8080. [266.63]

(month unknown)
o Zilog is founded. [233.194]

{month unknown)
o lvLrrs begins work on a Motorola 6800-based Altair. [266.47]

(month unknown)
o Sphere Corporation introduces its Spher~ I computer kit, featuring a Motorola 6800 CPU, 4K,B

RAM, ROM monitor, keyboard, and video interface, for US$650. (9.200] [ 16.37 I]
(month unknown)

o Cromemco is founded, by Harry G~land and Roger Melon. The company is named after the
Crowthers Memorial dorm at Stanford. [266.xv] [353,207]

1976

Janua~
¯ David ,~ackson founds Altos Computer Systems. [163.58]
o. Paul Terr¢ll hegins signing dealership agreements, allowing Byte Shop franchises to open elsewhere
¯in the US. [266.189]

February.
o Bill Gates write software routines for BASIC on the Alta~r to use diskettes for storage. [346.28]
~ Lee Felsenstein and Bob M~’sh deliver the f~st Processor Technology Sol computer to Popular

Electromcs magazine publisher Los Solomon. [353.242]
o David Bunnell publishes an open letter from Bill Gates to the microcomputer hobbyists,

complaining of software piracy. [346.30] [389.28]
March

~ Steve Wozniak and Steve Jobs finish work on a computer circuit bo~d, that they call the Apple I
computer. [46]

o By the end of its first year in business, Micom Data Systems ships IEO Micom 2000 computers,
worth $2 million. [615.99]

o The First World Altair Computer Convention is held in Albuquerque. New Mexico. [I 23] [266.46]
[346.31 ]

¯ Paul Ten’ell incorporates Byte, Inc. [266. I$9]
¯ Imel introduces the 5-MHz 8085 microprocessor. Speed is 0.37 MIPS. It uses 6500 transistors, based

on 3-rmcron technology. It supports ~n 8-bit bus. Operates on a single 5-voh power supply. [62]
(197g

April
RLS 000511
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o Bill Gates writes a second open letter to computer hobby|sis, condemnlng software p~racy. [346.3.
o Steve Jobs a~d S~eve Wo~ fo~ the AppJe Computer Comply, on Apn] F~i’s Day. [9]

[1401 {2181 [~.Ig]
o Na[~on~ Se~conducIor ~le~es lhe S~ 8-b~[ ~cropr~essor, providing e~ly advmced

mult~pr~essing. [32] [556.1 I]

~ Digi~ Rese~ch cop~h~ CP~, i~ ind~-s~d ~c~ompmer o~ra~ing system, c~a¢ed by
comply founder G~ ~I~I. [41]

¯ ~e Trenton Computer F¢s~v~ is held, in New ~er~y. [2~.180}
J one

o Th~ Wes~m Digit~ MCP-I~ 3~p CPU ap~. {32]
o Tex~ Ins[~men[s in~s ~e ~S~, ~e fi~[ l~bit ~cropr~essor. ~ ~cropr~essor

implememed Tex~ Ins~mCn¢’s l@bi~ ~hi~ec~uR on ~e TI ~ ~nicom~r. [32} [556. I I ]
o ~e Midwest ~ea Com~t~ ~ub coafere~e is held. [2~. 181 ]
o W~g ~ra~ones ~nou~es a wo~-pr~essmg system using ~v~ced computer technology.

~ther th~ ~adition~ elec~mech~ic~ de~ces. ~e price is US$30.~. mo~ th~ ~w~ce tha~ of
.t~ most e x~nsive com~tor’s word-pt~essor. [716.175]

o ~essor Technolo~ unveib ~e Soi-20 ~o ~ public at ~ "76 at t~ Shel~ume Hotel in Atl~tic
City. It is sold in ~t fo~ using ~ In~l 8~0 CPU. [205.20] [266.116] [353.242]

july
¯ ~e Apple I compmer ~d is sold in ~t fo~, ~d delive~d to stores by S~eve Jobs and Steve

Wo~i~. Price: US~.~. [46] [218] {593.350J
o Paul Te~ll orde~ ~ A~I~ co~t~ ~m S~eve Jobs, for his B~e Shop. [266.213]
~ ~Iog rele~es ~h~ 2.5-~ ~0, ~ 8-bi~ ~ctopr~essor who~ ins~c~ion ~t is a su~ne~ of ~he

Imel 8080. [32] [202.168] (e~ly 1975 [9]) (1975 [556.11]) (19~5 ~ctm~r [346.257])
o Micom Da~a Sys~e~ ships i~ tint p~ucl, ~ Micom 2~ word pr~essing computer. [615.99]

Aug~l
o Paul Te~ell receives his o~r for ~ Apple compu~en. [2~.213]
~ iCOM adveni~s lhe~ "F~g~ ~oppy" in B~ mag~ne, ~ g-inch ~oppy ~v¢, selling for

USSI2~. [9]
o. Several computer ~bbyis~ clubs hold ~ei~ tint convemion a~ ~he Penon~ Computing Fesuv~. in

" Ati~tic City, New Jcr~y. ~185.11 I] [2~.181]
~ S~eve Wozni~ ~gins work on ~ Apple II. [2~.218]

Seplem~r
o Compmer Shack is inco~ra~. ~t n~� is la~er ch~ged ~o Compmer~d. due ~o objections

from Radio Sh~k. [2~.xv] (CompmerL~d is mco~ed [~7.95])
Ocio~r

~ Co~o~ Imema~on~ buys MOS Tec~ology. [261.3~] [2~.49] [~8.302] [624.172]
o Mike M~ul~ ex-m~k~ing wi~d ~ Intel. v~s~s S~ev~ Jobs’ g~ge, ~o ~e ~ Apple compu~e~.

12~.215}
o Steve Wozni~ d~i~s ~o ~n ~ Hewle~-P~k~d. bul is s~n convi~ed tha~ he should leave

~d join Apple Computer ~en~y. [2~.2i8]
Novem~r

~ ~e ~den~ "Micro~" is ~gism~d. [ 123} [389.28]
¯ Compmer~d o~ns a pil~ ~o~ in Ha~, C~ifomia, ~ a re~l oufle~ ~d a ~aining facility for

f~chi~ ownen. [2~. I~] [~.25g]
o Paul Alien resins from ~S. [2~.~] [~6.35]

HL~ 000~I 2~em~r
o Bill Ga~es ~ops om of H~d. [~.35]

¯ Mich~l S~ayer comp}e~es wining E}¢c~ic Pencil, ~he ~rs~ ~pul~ word-pr~essmg progr~ for

(;ONFIDE~IAL
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rrucrocomputers. [91 [266.148] [346.258] [662.33]
�’ Shugan announces its 5.25 inch "’nunifloppy" disk drive for USS390. [9] [346.29] [363.46] [254.501

[346.2581
o D,ck Wilcox demonstrates his Alpha Micro. a multi-user CPU board, a! a meeting of the Homebrew

Computer Club. [266.116]
o Don French and Steve Leininger are given official approval to develop and sell a n’ucrocomputer for

Radio Shack. [266.197] [548.413]
o Steve Wozniak and Randy Wiggirtton demonstrate Me first prototype Apple II at a Homebrew

Computer Club meeting. [353.254]
(month unknown)

o (early) Hewlett-Packard begins Project Capricorn, to build a computer-like caJculator. [266.264]
(month unknown)

o (end) At Xerox, the Display Word Processing Task Force reccomm~nds that Xerox produce an
office information system like th~ Alto. Code name for the project is Janus. [716.230]

tmonth unknown)
o Advanced Micro Devices and [mel sign a patent cross-license agreement, giving Advanced Micro

Devices the right to copy Intel’s processor microcode and instruction codes. [ 141 ] [659.7] [752. I ]
imonth unknown)

o Xerox management reJects two proposals to mazket r~e Alto computer. [716.174]
(month unknown)

o Fairchild introduces the Channel F, the first programmable (via plug-in carmdges) home video gam~
system. Price: US$170. [292]

(month unknown)                                                                          -
= At Xerox, John Ellenby proposes they build th~ Alto IlL to be marketed as an advanced word

processing system. The proposal is shelved. [716.206]
(month unknown)

Processor Technology releases VDM, a video display module. It works on the Altair. LMSAI, Sol.
Polymorphic computers, and any other with an 5- I00 bus. [266.133]

(month unknown)
o Dynalogic of Canada creates its own advanced rtUcrocomputer. [615.170]

(month unknown)
o" GaJ’y i~ldall founds Intergalactic DigitaJ Reseazch. [266.xv] [346.51] [346.280]

(month unknown)
~ o Kentucky Fried Computers is founded. [266.xv]
~.~ (month unknown)

¯ Tom Snyder’s "Tomorrow" "IV show features the Sol computer, playing a game called "Target".
[353.243]

(month unknown)
o LMS is renamed IMSAI. [647.95]

(month unknown)
~ John Martin sells BillMillard on the idea of a chain of computer stores. Bill promises John shares in

the company in exchange for the idea. The chain later becomes ComputerLand. [647.95]
(month unknown)

~ U.S. Robotics is founded, in SkokJe. Illinois. [235]
(month unknown)

¯ MOS Technology ships the 6502 microprocessor. The 6502 was developed by Chuck Peddle.
[556. I I]

(month unknown)
o MO$ Technology Inc. announces the K!M- 1 Microcomputer System. with I-MHz 6502 CPU. I ~

RAM. 2KB ROM monitor. 23-key keypad. LED readout, cassette and serial interfaces, for U55245.
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[193.14] (261.304] (1975 [91)
(month unknown)

o Chuck Peddle designs the Commodore PET. [713.29]
(month unknown)

o MITS unveils the Alta~r 6g0, based on the Motorola 6800 nucroprocessor. [ 192.42] [548.303]
i month unknown)

o Sieve Woznlak proposes that Hewletl-Packard create a personal compuler. Steve Jobs proposes the
same to Atan. Both are rejected. {9}

(month unknown)
o W~rner Corm~unications buys Atari from Nolan Bushnell for US$26 million. [30] [357.6} [482.Dg]

(USS2g million [355.14])
(month unknown)

o Lore Harp and Carole Ely form Vector Graphic Incorporated, selling memory boards for S- 100 bus
systems. [202.201 ]

(month unknown)
¯ George Morrow founds MicroStuf. [266.xv]

(month unknown)
. The firsl issue of Dr. Dobbs is published. [266.xv]

{month unknown)
o IMSAI begins shipping tbe IMSAI 8080. [266.48]

(month unknown)
o Polymorphic Systems introduces the Poly morphic 8800. I[ is the first rrucrocomputer with an

interface for a video monitor, a connection for a cassette tape recorder, and its basic operating
system in ROM. [266.48] [714.83]

(month unknown)
o Stephen Wozniak demonstrates the Apple I at the Homebrew Computer Club. (266.xv]

(month unknown)
= The bus of the Altair is named (or renamed) the S-100 bus. [266.48]

End of 1971-1976 - The Birth of the Microcomputer

Continue (o 1977-1980 - Home Computers
Jump to a particular ve~’.

A list of sources referenced in this document is available.
A complete lisl of refere, nce material I have checked is also available for browsing.

Comments.’? Send me e-mail at: ki~lsson@islandnet.com.

Check my other timelines, and links to related sites and more t~melines.

Link to Ken P’shome ~aee.
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